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BEAUTY IN THE ARBORETUM
Those who have occasionally strolled through the Arbore-

tum nursery the past month have had a real treat in noting

the flowering of many lovely things sent us by Mr. Dexter
of Sandwich, Mass.

Some of the broadleaf rhododendrons were caught in

the cold spell while crossing the continent and lost their

flower buds, hut some of the hardier ones survived and
will blossom in a short time.

The azaleas and small leaf rhododendrons, while delayed

in their regular blossoming period, have given us much
enjoyment as some of them are entirely new to most of us.

Azalea Albrechtii is a charming aquisition, being a

bright rose color and carrying a four-star rating.

A white form of rhododendron, Racemosum, is a new-

comer to the Arboretum and will be greatly admired by
rock gardeners.

Our old friend, A. Schlippenbachii, is here in a much
deeper pink than usually found. Several large plants made
an excellent show.

There are Sanderi Nos. 1, 2 and 3, as well as “Ruby”
and “Mars”, which were made by Mr. Charles Sanders,

who was superintendent and propagator for Professor

Sargent for over fifty years until Professor Sargent’s

death. During that time he produced many fine hybrid

azaleas, among which “Ruby” and "Mars” were perhaps
the most outstanding for their wonderful deep rich red

color.

Azalea Arnoldina is of especial interest. This was
originally produced at Arnold by the late Jackson Dawson,
father of Mr. Dawson of Ohmsted Brothers of Brookline,

M ass. It is a cross of Kaempheri and Amoena and was
considered sufficiently important to name after the Arbore-

tum, but the choice originals were lost to Arnold and

most of the plants resulting from this cross were very

poor in color, being a dull magenta. It was only after a

number of years that Mr. Ernest Wilson, the famous
English horticulturist, then head of the Arnold Arboretum,
rediscovered some of the originals in Mr. Dexter’s garden

and repropagated them for the Arnold collection, replacing

all the inferior ones.

There are many other interesting things that will blossom

this month.
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RHODODENDRON SPONSORS
Tacoma Garden League sponsoring rhododendron series

Campylogynum.

Small shrublets, usually about two feet tall.

Small solitary bells.

Color—rose, purple to deep, almost black, purple.

Myrtilloides and Campylogynum, best known from
northeastern Burma and Yunnan from an eleva-

tion of 9,000 to 15,000 feet.

The Snoqualmie Garden Club is sponsoring a group of

azaleas not yet selected.

Mrs. G. M. Dishmaker of Monroe, Washington, has pro

sented the Arboretum with R. Loderi King George con
sidered the finest white rhododendron ever grown.
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GROWING HYBRID UILACS
By Mary Virginia Gardner

Hybrid Lilacs are so much more desirable than the old

fashioned lilacs because they bloom so much more freely

and abundantly, are equally hardy and vigorous, and have
a much greater color range. In addition, they bloom when
18 inches tall, or immediately after they recover from



the shock of transplanting. It is most important, however,

to have them on their own roots.

Lilacs like rich loam, full sun, good drainage and plenty

of room. The holes for lilacs should be 2 to 2 l/2 feet in

diameter and 2 feet deep. A generous supply of well-

rotted cow manure should he well mixed with the soil,

taking care that none comes in direct contact with the

roots. They should he planted 4 to 5 inches deeper than
the previous ground markings. This encourages thrifty

plants and new shoots. They should he watered copiously
after planting—a slow trickle until the water has soaked
to about 3 feet. Cut back when transplanting in order

to make a bushy plant.

Established plants should have a heavy application of

cow manure in January of each year and a half inch layer

of hydrated lime on the feeding area each June.

A good oil spray should be used during late winter.

Flower trusses should be carefully removed as soon as

they have faded. Ripening of seed impairs the energy of

the plant.

Where a hedge of lilacs is desired they should be set

6 or 8 feet apart, and about every fifth one a white one
sets off the others.

Pruning is not often necessary, except in the case of

old plants. If plants get too tall or too old to bloom
properly, prune out the older wood and force younger
growth from the base.

No shrub is more beautiful than a well-grown hybrid
lilac and none are any easier to grow. They do exception-

ally well in our glorious state of Washington and should
he in every garden.
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BARON deROTHSCHILD TO SEND RARE
ALPINE RHODODENDRONS TO ARBORETUM
One of the world’s outstanding private growers of rho-

dodendrons is Baron deRothschild of England. He is also

President of the Rhododendron Association, which is the

recognized authority on rhododendrons and azaleas. It is

this society which each year gives rhododendrons and
azaleas a rating both as to quality and hardiness.

Those who want only the finest rhododendrons for their

gardens base their purchases on the rating given in the

association’s year book. A rhododendron may receive

one star, two stars, three stars, or, the very highest rating,

lour stars. If a rhododendron fails to get into the so-

called star class it does not necessarily follow that it is

not a good rhododendron, hut that it does not come up to

the line standards set by the association. Herbert Ihrig,

Donald Graham, Endre Ostbo, Halfdan Lem, all of Se-

attle, and C. E. How of Tacoma are the Washington mem-
bers of the association.

Recently Mr. Ihrig, who is chairman of the rhododendron
committee of the Arboretum, received a letter from Baron

deRothschild in which he said he would he pleased to send
to the Arboretum struck cuttings of the First Class Cer-

tificate variety of Rhododendrons Scintillans, Russatum,
a very fine form of Saluenense, and Microleucum, which
is not yet in commerce.
Rhododendron Scintillans, referred to by Baron deRoths-

child in his letter to Mr. Ihrig, belongs to the Lanponicum
series and is given a four-star rating by the Rhododendron
Society. It is a small shrub two to three feet in height
with lavender blue flowers, the best forms almost tending
to a royal blue. Rhododendron Russatum is another Lap-
ponicum growing from two to four feet high with bright
deep blue purple flowers and a white throat. It, too, is

given a four-star rating and according to the Rhododendron
Association’s year hook it is one of the most striking of

the alpines. Rhododendron Saluenense grows two feet

high, has deep purple crimson flowers with dark markings
and is given a three-star rating. Rhododendron Micro-
leucum is a small shrub with white flowers and enjoys
a two-star rating.

AH of these alpine rhododendrons which will come to

the Arboretum through the kindness of Baron deRothschild
will contribute their share towards the Arboretum’s col-

ection of rhododendrons, the finest in the United States
and one of the finest in the world.
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New Board of Directors for the Arboretum
At the annual meeting of the Arboretum Foundation,

held recently, the following Board of Directors was elected
to serve for the ensuing year:

SEATTLE
C. Wright Arnold
Mrs. Clarance Blethen
Mrs. Lawrence Bogle
Mrs. A. Scott Bullitt

Mrs. Carl Ballard

Mr. Herbert Collier

Mr. J. O. C. Dutton
Mrs. James Gallagher
Mr. Thomas deed
Mrs. Donald Graham
Mr. Donald Graham
Mrs. Loren Grinstead
Mr. Loren Grinstead
Mrs. Charles Harris
Mrs. Langdon Henry
Mrs. E. C. Hughes
Mr. Herbert Ihrig

Mrs. First Johnson
Mrs. Arthur Krauss
Mrs. Philip Macbride
Mi’s. A. H. Meadowcroft
Mrs. Alexander McEwan
Mrs. Anna 1 homsen Milburn

Mrs. Imuis C. Oulmonn
Mrs. Don Palmer
Mrs. Alexander Pringle
Mr. E. L. Reber
Mr. 0. B. Thorgrimson
Mr. Neal Tourtellotte
Mr. Percy Truax
Mrs. George Williams
Mr. E. S. Wills
Dr. E. Weldon Young

SPOKANE
Mi’s. Joel Ferris

Mrs. Ben Kiser
Mr. R. L. Rutter
Mr. E. A. Shadle
Mr. Aubrey White

HOQUIAM
Mr. Ralph Emerson

BELLINGHAM
Mrs. C. X. Larrabee

TACOMA
Mrs. Raymond P. Tarr



HAVE YOU JOINED THE ARBORETUM
FOUNDATION?

The University of Washington Arboretum needs and we
are sure deserves the support of every person who believes

in making the Northwest a better, finer, more beautiful

country in which to live. We should remember that this is

not a Seattle Arboretum, nor is it a Washington Arbore-

tum, but an Arboretum for the entire Pacific Northwest.

The expense of getting it established is a considerable

one. It is true that the government is contributing thou-

sands of dollars but practically all is being spent for

labor. There are rhododendrons and azaleas, lilacs and
hundreds of other shrubs and trees to be purchased, prop-

agation work to be carried on
;

nurseries and greenhouses

must have the attention of experts in their lines.

These are only a few of many things which call for ex-

penditures not included in the scope of the government’s

hue work. Officers and directors of the Arboretum Founda-
tion are of course carrying on without any remuneration.

With the exception of a part-time assistant secretary, there

are no salaried employees.

The only source of revenue is from memberships in the

Arboretum Foundation and conti ihutions from public-

spirited citizens and Garden Clubs, interested in making
the Arboretum the finest in the United States. But mem-
berships which may lie had for as little as two dollars a

year are not being received at Arboretum headquarters in

the White Building in Seattle as rapidly and in number
necessary if we are to carry on this work.

So this is a direct appeal to all Northwest citizens to

associate themselves with the Arboretum Foundation, and
to help by their memberships in making the Arboretum,
what it should and can be made, the finest in the United

States and one of the outstanding Arboretums of the world.

Information may be had by communicating with Arbore-

tum Foundation headquarters, 6620 White Building, Seattle.

RARE TREE FOR ARBORETUM
Mr. William Judd, propagator for Arnold Arboretum, has

sent to his friend, Mr. Teissier for the University of Wash-
ington Arboretum, a plant of the new and rare genus,

Rehderodendron macrocarpum, named for Dr. Alfred Reh-

der, eminent botanist of Arnold Arboretum. It is a tree

which grows to a height of thirty feet, bearing panicles

of attractive white flowers, similar to Styrax japoniea, with

six to seven flowers to a cluster. Mr. Judd informed Mr.
Teissier that the speciman, which is two feet high, is the

largest in the country.

FOR THE ARBORETUM
Recent contributors of nursery stock and seed for the

Arboretum include: New York Botanical Garden, Mrs.

Eugene Fuller, Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Fulmer, Bureau of

Plant Industry, U. S. D. A., Arnold Arboretum, Mr. John
T. Buchanann, Mrs. 0. B. Thorgrimson, Mr. Don Canfield,

Texington Botanic Garden, West Seattle Garden Club and
University of Washington, Department of Forestry.
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SEEDS FROM CHILE

Three very interesting packages of seeds have been
received by the Arboretum from Chile, among them the

seeds of that very fascinating shrub, Ciruelillo, (Emboth-
rium coccineum), which need no longer be a stranger to

us since we have practically the same climatic conditions

that exist in its native surroundings. It is a medium-sized
shrub with bright scarlet flowers two inches long.
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GOOD NEWS FOR THE ARBORETUM

Tacoma, Washington
714 North Stadium Way

June 18, 1938

Arboretum Foundation
(Mr. Herbert Ihrig)

6620 White Bldg.,

Seattle, Washington

My dear Mr. Ihrig:

The Tacoma Garden Club voted at its June meeting to

sponsor the exclusive planting of the 37 varieties of the

flowering crabs, as offered in the list of 37 varieties you
sent to us.

As you suggested in your letter, we are setting aside a

regular stated sum not to exceed in all $400.00—with which
to pay for the planting. We cannot at present, set aside

the entire amount. As I understand your letter you will

let us know when and how much you may wish for stated

plantings. No doubt this project will not assume any size

during the summer months, and by Fall we shall he ready
with a portion of the money. To have this planting extend
over a period of time, say several years, would be most sat-

isfactory to our Garden Club, as we should then feel we are

sponsoring a permanent, enduring and valuable planting.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) FRANCES M. TARR
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